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Nobel Peace Prize to a women's right
activist or a religious figure?

political Islam'’s brutality and fundamental human rights.”
has devoted her life to comit is further emphasized
batit, | would like to expressthat the committee is
my indignation at your state-awarding her the prize as
ment regarding the awarding'a woman who is part of
of the Noble peace prize tahe Moslem world."

Ms. Shirin Ebadi. The assumptions by the
It is said that she has beeNoble prize committee are
awarded the prize "for herobjectionable by anyone
efforts for democracy andwho has lived through the
human rights' especially forhorrors of the Islamic Re-
“the struggle for the rights ofpublic of Iran, or has felt
women and children.” Butor seen the terror of politi-
further down in the state-cal Islam in the past de-
ment the more specific reacades. This statementis a

bers. As a veteran activiskon for which she has beeblow to a people whose
for women's equality, asawarded the peace prize isspirations are to bring
one who has been the sulyiven: "Ebadi is a consciousabout a secular state, and
ject of the Islamic Repub-

lic of Iran's persecution andfjict between Islam and

Moslem. She sees no conto free themselves from
Cont. Page 2

" Two Days Of Protests an
Meetings in Oslo

The Nobel Peace Prizd€volutionin Iran. With thi
Committee is planning a@ward, European goverp-
ceremony to award thisments have directly and in-
year's Peace Prize to Shirilirectly declared throug
Ebadi in Oslo, Norway on Shirin Ebadi that Islam i
December 10, 2003. Bynot incompatible with hu
now, everyone knows thatman rights, that the Islamic
neither peace nor humariegime is reform-able, and
rights is to be celebrated athat the people of Iran must

reaction in Europe and the Islamic constitu-
enough to conduct so-thisis the despicable po-
called 'critical dialogue’ or litical message the Nobel

directly support the Islamic Peace Committee, the Eu-

N

recognises that it is nottion! On December 10th, \_

4 N\
The Nobel Peace Prize Oslo

Two Press Conferences; Two Alternatives
N Page 8 )
(1106 well known Human/Women's/Children's
Rights activists' Open letter to Noble Peac
\Committee Page /E
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( Maryam Namazie: No Contradictions
between Islam and human rights?
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(" Soraya Shahabi: Children's rights in Iran
should not be jeopardized by any political
interest. Page 6/
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Asgar Karimi: We have a different
message to the world

. Page 7
barbarity in Iran. ropean Union and westefn > <
This is a clear response t@overnments want to an- Fariborz Pooya: How much more?
the spectre of a populanounce to the world. Page 2

cont. page 2 9 )
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Noble Peace Prize to With their male comradesdemands and judgements
and dancing in public. As aof the people in Iran is How much

religion rule. One need notmatter of fact as | am writ-@warding that movement morerp
to be a seasoned politiciafg these lines, I received thavhich is more eager to stop .

to understand the implica-news of wave of demon-the people than to stop the
tions and implied meaningSstrations in the streets ofSlamic state, and religious
of this sentence. For ordi-Tenran, in which thousanddyranny in Iran. | believe one

nary peopleinlranwho havesf people, especiallyisjustified todrawthe con-
witnessed the support giveRyomen are shouting "downclusion that the noble prize F8

by the West to the Islamicyith the Islamic Republic” committee is biased and hasg_ §
Republic in one form ortheand demanding freedommade a political decision to
other over the years, angperhaps you could undersupport not the secular
have also witnessed theiktand my indignation at yourmovementin Iran, and the
support for Islamic statesstatement when you explairs0-called "Moslem world”

and movements, the cleathat you are awarding thebut the Islamic movement.
message of this statemenrize to a "conscious Mos-Let me assure you that suc

Fariborz Pooya
The ceremony to award the

reads that the Noble peacgm" who "sees no conflict@ decision is contrary to th%ggzlipsscfoprg:;zrirgg?

prize is being awarded to gyetween Islam and fundaWill and wishes of the ma-

Moslem movement in themental human rights.” In ex-jority of peoplg and women lenged in an altemative gath-
hopes of refprmlng the Is-plaining the reasons forof Iran who will free th'ern- ering in protest against the
lamic Republic. awarding a prize to awomarelves and Iran of a rellglou%u,S move to support the

For a committee Whosefor her activities in the arensstate all together, and will . :
main task is to follow, un- of women's rights in a coun-Pring about a secular, free!SIamIC regime of fran.

derstand and discern thery where women are con-2nd equal political system.

movements for improving sidered by law, that is reli-

people’s lives, forimproving gious law, as second-clasSincerely yours,
human rights, women'scitizens, where the seculazar Majedi
rights, the rights of children, gnd women's equal rights

and any disadvantaged se¢novement are tremendously
tion of society, | am amazedstrong, why do you find the Two days of...

that you have not followedpneed or choose to describd e Worker-communist
the events in Iran, have Noker as a Moslem? Party of Iran will organise
heard the message and slerhere is a clear political jus-demonstrations and meet:
gans of the protest moveyification for po?traying; a ings on 9th and 10th of De’IEZ?fﬁglﬁ r(?felraélohﬁ\gta Vrc:gte
ments of the people, workwomen's rights activist from c€mber to bring a different " - . rey ime in their
ers and womenin Iran. Thran, and under the tyrannynessage to the world. Wi ves. The hgve reiected
most recent one took placey a religious state, first andWil bring the message ofthe_ = a)r/theid Islarjnic i
in June and continued folgremost, by religion, andMillions of people in Iran coavn ptorture ; OrSON-
over three weeks. Everypy describing the geographyho are sick and tired Ofmegr)(t Zl,n dlack (’)f arFl) basic
night, thousands took to theyf her activities, again, bythe Islamic regime of Iran i hté such as freeé/om of
streets and shouted: "longeligion. This statement doeind are determined to over: gnts, d strik
live freedom and equality” not award the women's androw this regime and es->Pr=SSIoN ANCSTIEE.
and "down with Islamic Re- protest movements in Iranfablish a free, equal an
public.” As it regards fighting for a free and betterPrOSPErous society. -
women, they threw off theirv\?ond?a secular state, and~ome with us to Oslo and™™" “f(le worthy of hurréa_n be-
compulsory veils - somethe complete equality ofdeclare thatthe conspiracy ogs?t.ioz t((:)otﬂitsr?:lséa?rr\]/vislg ?r?e-
even burnttheir Islamic veilsyomen and men, butinsteadP save the Islamic regime[é U has been workin to, UD-
- as signs of protest to ISawards a section of a movelS doomed to fail! hold the reactiona ?slamli?:
lamic laws, and broke thementwhichis trying to main- Worker-communist ime f Y

walls and laws of genderiain the rule of Islam. ThisParty of Iran OIS o ey Years:

apartheid by holding handsstatement, contrary to the23 November 2003 Regular visits to the Islamic

2003 in Oslo has been chal-

The alternative protest and
gathering organised by the
Worker-communist Party of

Iran and many other human
rights and women's

organisations are going to tell
the truth about this sham
choice.

GlThey are demanding a mod-



3 December 2003
No Contradictions between Islam and human rights?

gion, and more recently call-up for those who believe innated. The same is true of
ing for the abolition of ston- something and want to suislamic laws and states, po-
ing and amputation — reali-perficially pull and tug at it litical Islam and sexual
ties that are part and parcednd excuse and justify it toApartheid.
of Islam and Islamic states fit into the 21st century. Well

I'm sorry but no can do. Asl suppose it could have been
| know that Ms. Ebadi andan aside, it seems even tha lot worse. Khatami or the
her Islamic feminist (an oxy- Nobel Prize Committee hasPope could have received
moron) colleagues havehad some debates on thithe Prize. Ebadi has after all
said and will say that viola- since its use of the term hudone a lot of good work and

By: Maryam Namazie tions of human rights in theman rights in describingbegun to use her influence to

name of Islam are not IslanEbadi's work is always pre-call for the release of politi-
Believe you, me, there are &ut one need only flip ceded with the adjectivescal prisoners and an end to
whole lot of contradictions through the pages of thefundamental' or 'vital'. | sup-amputations and stonings.
between Islam and humarkKoran, Hadith and Islamicpose the rights to choos&he has the responsibility,
rights —whatever the 2003urisprudence to see ampl®ne's clothing, have sex witthowever, to do much more
Nobel Peace Prize winneevidence otherwise. Ms.whomever one wants, travel not as a representative of
Shirin Ebadi may say andEbadi might actually be ablewithout a male guardian,’Reformed Islam’ but of the
regardless of how manyto persuade us of Islam'one's sexuality, divorce andvomen and people of Iran.
years she has worked foharmony with human rightschild custody and so on are
reforms. Don't get meif we all had historical am- not so ‘fundamental’ and 'vi-A word to Shirin Ebadi:
wrong; | have nothing againshesia and were living, say, irtal' to that Committee. ButKhatami hopes that you
Shirin Ebadi and | like re- a future where Islamic lawssince a lot of other humanwho come from a religious
forms awhole lot, thank youand political Islam had beerrights violations persistin thefamily and [have] expressed
very much. But forawomaneradicated. But she can'arena considered ‘vital' everfiyour] love for Islam, will
—let alone a 'human rightgeally truly persuade us ofby the Committee, reformpay attention to the interests
activist' - to say that there issuch when we see and heaf Islam is their and Ebadi'sof the Islamic world and of
no contradiction betweenotherwise every single dayresponse to them. Thdran...'l, on the other hand,
Islam and human rights islf that were not the caseNobel Peace Prize has thufiope' that you will pay at-
like a black South African there would be no need folbeen awarded to Ebadi whdention to the interests of
saying there is no contradicEbadi and her colleagues toepresents 'Reformed Islanmthuman beings and their full
tion between Apartheid andreiterate that it is but a quesas if such a thing is possiblehuman rights. Of course, this
human rights. Islam is syn-tion of the mis-interpretation Even when De Klerk wonwould mean leaving the
onymous with sexual apart-of Islam. If that's all, then the 1993 Prize with Nelsonranks of Islamic ‘feminism'
heid and its first victims aremaybe after Islam's re-interMandela, it wasn't for 're-and 'Reformism'. And of
women and girls. pretation, we could go backiormed' Apartheid but for course this would mean

and see whether with a littlethe termination of the Apart-joining the equality seeking
This is not just insider bit of interpretation, blacks,heid regime becauseand liberation movementin
knowledge for those of usJews, Communists and s@\partheid's supporters (in-Iran, which won't accept or
who have lived under Islamicon could have had their hu-cluding many of the westerntolerate sexual Apartheid
rule but general knowledgeman rights respected undegovernments that support and is demanding the termi-
Islam and human rights aréApartheid or Nazi Ger- sexual apartheid in Iran to-nation of not just Islamic
a contradiction in terms. Inmany. Are we really sup-day) were made to underpunishments but all Islamic
fact, Shirin Ebadi herselfposed to believe that a littlestand by the likes of thelaws and the Islamic Repub-
lives with these contradic-bit of interpretation is all ANC and international pub-lic of Iran.
tions — appearing at a presthat's needed to end milic opinion that Apartheid This article was first pub-
conference unveiled, de-sogynyinlislam? Clearly, couldn't be reformed,lished in WPI Briefing
fending secularism and thehe question of re-interpre-wouldn't be accepted or tol-119 dated October 20m
separation of state and relitation of reaction only comeserated and had to be termi2003.
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1106 well known Human/Women's/Children's Rights activists'
Open letter to Noble Peace Committee

Dear Committee memberslike to express our indigna-enough that there is everyran- Denmark, Chief of

tion to such explanationscontradiction between IslamPersian language TV in
We the undersigned,and implications. We to-and basic humanrights. Denmark; 6- Susan Saberu,
hereby, demonstrate ougether with the people of student, women's activist,
protest to the explanationiran, see the law of hijab (Is\We regard the statement byChair of Persian language
given by the Noble Peacdamic veil) as violation of our the Noble Peace PrizeSolidarity Radio in
Committee regardingmost basic rights. We se€Committee againstthe inter-Gothenburg; 7- Shahla
awarding this year's Noblehow Islam is enforcing ests of women, children andKkhabaz-zadeh, women's
Peace Prize. sexual apartheid in the socithe people of Iran, and hencactivist, Germany; 8- Laila
In its statement, the Com-ety, we see how Islamic lawcondemn it. Gasemian, Speaker of In-
mittee has explained thatth®@n marriage perpetuate€opy to: Mrs Shirin Ebadi ternational Campaign in De-
Peace prize is awarded toape of children, we seeNomen's and Children'sfence of Women's Rights in
Mrs Shirin Ebadi as "ahow Islamic law of eye for Organisations Political Par-Iran, Gothenburg, Sweden;
woman who is part of thean eye and stoning is ruiningies and organisations Mas®- Galavizh Mostafanejad,
Moslem world." Thus iden- the lives of millions of people Media activist of International Cam-
tifying the people of Iran andin Iran... paign in Defence of
millions of men and womenThe list is endless. We reSignatures: 1- Mina Ahadi,Women's Rights in Iran,
in all the Islamic stricken gard the whole philosophyfounder and chair person ofcothenburg, Sweden; 10-
countries to this "world". of Islamic government inInternational Committee Mahin Alipoor, speaker of
The only connection of theviolation of human and civil against Stoning, Represeniternational Campaign in
people in Iran has been theights. Contrary to your ex-tative of organisation of Defence of Women's Rights
life of brutality and suppres-planation, there is a wholeNomen's  Liberation in Iran, Stockholm, Swe-
sion imposed on them byworld of contradiction be- abroad; 2- Mehrooshden; 11- Soheila Sharifi,
Islamic laws. The only as-tween political Islam and Moosavi, writer and editor writer and journalist; 12-
pect of Islam that peoplehuman rights. There is noof the weekly newspaper ofShahnaz Moratab, member
identify themselves with istocommon ground betweerOrganisation of Women'sof the Workers Steering
fight against it. women's and children'sLiberation, member of Mili- Committee in Essen and

rights and Islam. Your statetant Women's CentralRhine Land — Germany,
The statement further ex-ment not only refuses to adCouncil in Germany; 3- Representative of the Inter-
plains that the prize isdressthese issues, but by Azar Majedi, Chair personnational Committee against
awarded to Mrs Ebadi be-endorsing, it paves the wayf the Organisation of Stoningin Frankfurt; 13-
cause "Ebadiis a consciouso consolidating the veryWomen's Liberation, editor Soheila Kyani, Msc. in Ara-
Moslem. She sees no coneause of violation of humanof Medusa, journal of bic, Women's activist; 14-
flict between Islam and fun-rights in Iran. Women and Socialism,  Sahra Kyani, Student 15-
damental human rights." Pre- Chair person of Middle Tavoos Karimi, Women's
sumably, the Committee bePeople in Iran, especiallyEast Centre in Defence ofactivist; 16- Parvin Moazi,
lieves this description wouldwomen, are paying the pricéVomen's Rights; 4- ParvinChair of International Cam-
initiate delight and joy to of such international praisesKaboli, Speaker of Interna-paign in Defence of
people of Iran! The fact of by being denied their rightstional Campaign in DefenceWomen's Rights in Iran —
the matter is that people olunder Islamic laws. They areof Women's Rights in Iran,Germany; 17- Halaleh
Iran see the Islamic Repubstruggling for equality and aChief of Persian languageTaheri, Chair of the
lic with all its laws and regu- secular state. Twenty-fourRadio Station Gothenburg,Organisation in Defence of
lations as the cause of thgears of torture, execution Sweden; 5- Nahid Ryazi,Women's Rights in
hardship, poverty, destitu-sexual apartheid, child povAVomen's activist, memberKurdistan, member of the
tion, women's suppressiorerty, and the demands foof Stirring Committee of PenWomen's Committee of the
and the brutal state offreedom and a secular stat8ociety in Denmark, Inter-Network of Human Rights
children's rights. through the daily struggle ofnational Campaign in De-in Sweden, member of the
We the undersigned wouldpeople in Iran are prooffence of Women's Rights inCentral Office of
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....1106 Mohamad, Women's activ-Gothenburg, Sweden; 44primary school teacher, po-
Organisation of Childrenist from Iraq, founder of the Gharibeh Hosseini, membeiitical prisoner under the Is-
First; 18- Azam Kamguyan, organisation of Remembeiof the Swedish Organisatioriamic Republic, political
writer, researcher, foundetPella and Fatemeh in Swein Defence of batteredactivist, women's activist,
and Chair of the Middle Eastden; 33- Halaleh Rafe,women, speaker of Inter-Hamadan, Iran; 58- Ladan
Committee in Defence ofwomen's activist, speaker ohational Campaign in De-Davar, political activist,
women's Rights, editor ofInternational Campaign infence of Women's Rights invomen's activist, Koln,
the Bulletin Women in the Defence of Women's Rightdran, Helsingbory, Sweden;Germany; 59- Gashow
Middle East; 19- Sorayain Iraq; 34- Pegah 45-ShahlaDaneshfar,initaiMohamad, coordinator of
Shahabi, Chair person olAhmadzade, studenttor of organising Workers'the International Campaign
Children First, International women's activist, Germany;Strike Fund in Iran, editorin Defence of Women's
Campaign for Children's35- Shahnaz Khandaniof online newspaper —Rightsin Iraq; 60- Soheila
Rights, Founder of Interna-Chairperson of organisationWorkers; 46- ParvanehHasan, self-employed,
tional Campaign in Defenceof Children First in Ger- Ahmadi, Childrens rightswomen's activist; 61-
of Women's RightsinIran; many; 36- Nargesactivist, member of Bigard Vahab, activist of the
20- Ebtesam RahbariMangeneh, activist andorganisation of Children International Campaignin
women's activist in Switzer-member of Children Firstin First; 47- Nasrin Parvaz,Defence of Women's Rights
land; 21- Azar Moosavi, Sweden; 37- Nazaninwriter of the book Laleh inlraq, Koln, Germany; 62-
Worker activist, Founder of Sadigi, women's activist, Abasi, ex-political prisoner Nadia Mahmood, well
workers fund at the phar-presenter Radioin Islamic Republic of Iran; known political and
maceutical plant of SinaHambastegi, Persian lan48- Diana Nami (Galavizhwomen's activist in Iraq,
Daroo —Iran; 22- Nasrin guage radio in GothenburgGhadernezhad), chairpereoordinator of Middle East
Ramzanali, Chairperson ofSweden; 38- Sakarson of the organisation Re<Centre for Women's Rights,
International Federation ofAhmad, Chairperson ofmember Hishu, London —one of the founders of the
Iranian Refugees in Ger\WWomen's IndependentBritain; 49- Shiva Organisation of Women's
many, member of the Cen-Organisation in Arbil—Irag, Mahboobi, International Liberation in Iraq; 63-
tral Office of Hambastegi; editor of the journal of Relations of the CommitteeMahboobeh Sihahmardi,
23- Solmaz Kyani, Equality, Coordinator of against Stoning, Britain; 50-Nurse, women's activist;
Women's activist, Austria; Women's Shelter in Irag,0zra Adami (Abaji), 64- Maryam Taheri, politi-
24- Shahdokht Gorbani,women's activist in Iraqg; 39-women's activist, Swedenal and women's activist, ex
Bsc Phsycology, women'sMaryam Kousha, member51- Nazireh Memary, politi- political prisoner in the Is-
activist; 25- Tooran Ahmadi, of the management Com-cal activist, women's activ-lamic Republic of Iran; 65-
teacher, women's activistmittee of Iranian Civil Rights ist; 52- Ebtesam Azizi, co-Shahin Pishe Ehsan,
Gachsaran, Iran; 26- ParvirCommittee, women's activ-ordinator of the Internationalwomen's activist, Belgium;
Poorhakim, teacher,ist, member of the editorialCampaign in Defence of66- Maryam Namazie,
women's activist, board of Medusa — JournalWomen's Rights in Iran,Chair person of Interna-
Gachsaran, Iran; 27-of Women and Socialism;Denmark; 53- Fereshtehtional Federation of Iranian
Shahdokht Aryayee, Micro-40- Zari Asli, women's ac- Moradi, , coordinator of the Refugees, Editor of the En-
biology student from tivist, Coordinator of Com- International Campaignin glish journal of the Federa-
Kazeroon, Iran; 28-mittee in Defence of Defence of Women's Rightgion, Editor of the weekly
Shagayeg Mehrjoo, LawWomen's Rights in thein Iran, Holland; 54- Shirin paper of WPI Briefing; 67-
student, women's activistMiddle East, Vancouver,Samavarsaz, bank emSoheila Khosravi, nurse,
Tehran, Iran; 29- SholehCanada; 41- Sima Bahariployee, women's activist,political and women's activ-
Ranazade, MA Persian Lit-political activist, presenter of Gohardasht, Karaj, Iran;ist; 68- Maryam
erature, university lecturer,International Radio, 55- Maryam Yadgar Asl, Afrasiabpoor, Speaker of
Iran; 30- Bi bi Ashta, Stockholm, Sweden; 42-student architect, Esfahanthe International Campaign
women's activist, Koln,  Azar pooya, political activ- women's activist; 56- Siminin Defence of Women's
Germany; 31- Azarist, women's activist; 43-Yadgar Asl, year 8 pupil, Rights in Iran, Vesteras —
Modaresi, Chairperson ofMina Ahmadloo, political women's activist, Esfahan, Sweden;...For the full list
TV International; 32- Saraactivist, women's activistinlran; 57- Zahra Omidvar, visit www.rowzane.com
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Children First, International Campaign for Children's Rights
Children's rights in Iran should not be jeopardized by any political interest

are not one of them! How-so-called superior nationsCommittee and the interna-
ever this event, i.e., yourThe only truth in magnifying tional community as a result
~ election is indeed importantyour "Iranian” descends is toof the advancement of the
| mainly because the suppregseduce the inferiority feeling people's movement to over-
sion and violation of the mostof being a "third world" throw the sexual apartheid
basic Human Rights by 24country in the eyes of theregime in Iran. The struggle
years of Islamic rule againstVest! of the people of Iran,
women and children in Iranlran has been chosen by theeomen, the youth and
is an importantissue. YourNoble Peace Prize Comworkers has imposed this
election as the recipient ofmittee because the Islamiconfession on the interna-
the Peace Prize is importantegime is on the verge oftional community. Otherwise
because it has brought théeing overthrown; becausesuch committees would
By Soraya Shahabi  situation of women and chil-its Islamic pillars are in the have preferred to award the
Mrs. Shirin Ebadi, dren and the faith of Islamicprocess of being crumpledprize to the "honorable”
I am writing this letter on rule in Iran to the forefront because it is the only impor-Muslim men like Montazeri
behalf of Children First, the of the international commu-tant place in the world whereand Khomeini! Whatever
International Campaign fornity. This event, independentits people have shown thehe analysis behind award-
Children's Rights. of any analysis about thewill to rise against one of theing the prize, one thing is for
You are awarded this year'seasons behind your elecmost brutal regimes of thesure; this event can either be
Noble Peace Prize. You ar¢ion, independent of theworld, i.e. the Islamic Re-a step towards advance-
one of the well-known de- stands of any political cur-public of Iran. Following ment of the women's move-
fenders of women's andent on the issue, can eithemany years of silence in supment and the movement for
children'srights in Iran. Thisbecome a step forward toport of the struggle of peoplechildren’s rights in Iran or an
is an important event. Awards advancement ofinIran, by choosing you, theobstacle on the path of this
woman who is in oppositonwomen's movement andnternational community hasadvancement!
to the Islamic governmentdefense of children's humarshown to the world that theThe Noble Peace Commit-
and is regarded a legal andghts, or be an obstacle taverthrow of the Islamic re-tee, in its statement about
"secular" opposition to it. It this advancement! gime in Iran is inevitable. the importance of your elec-
goes without saying that byThe question as to whyThey state that there is ndion has issued an Islamic
awarding prizes, the aims omongst all the political fig- hope in survival of the re-communiqué. One does not
committees such as thares of the world, Shirin gimeinlran. expect the committee to re-
Noble Peace Committee oEbadi has been awarded th®nce again, after the Berlinflect the truth and issue a
any government have nevePrize, itself gives us guidanceonference, Iran and theaadical and human manifesto
been introducing peace antb more basic reasons abouytainful situation of women in defense of women's and
security. They have nevetthis choice. The truth behindand children has found achildren's rights. Your close-
adopted the cause of Husuch nomination takes uglace in the political geog-ness and sudden alignment
man Rights. These commitbeyond Shirin Ebadi herselfraphy of the world! After with the content of the
tees seldom award sucland her work. many years of silence, the&Committee's statement re-
prizes to radical oppositionWhy Iran? Why Shirin Ebadi Western governments nowgarding the claim that Islam
figures. These seats are n@nd not people like Ganjiorspeak of violation of isnotin contradiction with
supposed to be occupied bidajaryan? It is clear thatwomen's and children'sHuman Rights is a well-
the radical opposition activ-lIran has not been chosenights and have heard théimed event! Your com-
ists! Choosing the country otbecause of its thousandioice of the people'sments about Islam being
the figure as a candidate foyears of history or "the birthstruggle and the whisper ofrogressive and closing your
the prize takes a lot of po-lace of prominent people orevolution in Iran! This con- eyes on an important issue
litical calculations of which women"! This can be noth-fession is forced out of thelike Hijab not being a "vol
peace and Human Rightsng but patronization by themouth of the Noble Peace Cont. page 7
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Asgar Karimi: We have a different message to the world

huge deception. Iranian soexperiencing the fact thatassembling in Oslo to bring
ciety has risen against Islanislam and Islamic govern-this to the attention of the
and is trying to get rid of Is- ments are synonymous wittworld... We have organised
lam. This is the reality of Ira- stoning, murder, torture,meetings and protests to tell
nian society. Their and Shirincompulsory veiling for chil- the world that the women's
Ebadi's own statementsdren, absolute rightlessneskberation movementin Iran
which will be reiterated on of women, mutilated bodiesis a lot more radical, pro-
10 December in Oslo, staten Iran and Algeria, bomb- gressive, and organised than
that there is no contradictioning of public places, Sep-to accept Shirin Ebadi. Ira-
between Islam and humartember 11, Talibans, Binnian society will reject any-
rights. They want to forceLaden, Khomeini, one who tries to appease
feed the people a milder IsKhamanei, Khatami, etc.Islam or Islamic rule in Iran...
We want to tell the truth 03 m \we have organised aVe have had a role to playlt is now clear to many that
the world. In its decision t0 gemonstration and an alterin this development. Iranianwe are the ones capable of
award Shirin Ebadi with the native conference to expossociety is approaching aconfronting political Islam
2003 Nobel Peace Prizeg)| these lies to the world.huge revolution, a revolutionand it is we who represent
the Noble Prize Committeerqtnately, the world is that is going to wipe awaythe profound progressive,
has referred to Iran as amyore open than before tahe Islamic Republic of Iran egalitarian and anti-religious
Islamic society. We wanttopeay what we have to sayand the totality the misogy-movement n Iran.

tell the world that this is @ pggpe all over the world arenist Islamic laws. We are

Children First... and have cried outside thenovement and the move-actually put you against the
untary culture” but a religiouscourtrooms and lawyers of-ment for children's rights orpeople! You might, with the
and compulsory policy fices, such as your office,an obstacle on the path ofespect and the credibility
which has claimed hundredswill not accept your state-this advancement! By con-that you enjoy, and with your
of victims during the 24 ment. Neither will we! forming to the statement ofpast experience be able to
years of Islamic rule in Iran,Undoubtedly, you or any-the Noble Peace Commitkeep the rule of two decades
is more than a political clev-body else can regard yourtee, you have made youof such hated regime for yet
erness. selves as Moslem womanthoice. Your role in con- some limited time. However,
The hundred thousands ofvomen, interpret Islam thecealing violation of women'syou cannot hide the truth.
women and young girls whoway you choose to, and afand children’s rights in IslamNo amount of credibility can
have been suppressed aster 25 years of compulsoryand the Islamic state, deterstop the massive and ever
result of imposition of Hijab veil, even regard the veil agnines your present positiongrowing protest movement
(veil), who have been hu-your own choice, but you You strive for a liberal Is- in Iran.

miliated, imprisoned, tor- are not justified to deceitfully lamic Republic, and not

tured, and executed will notconceal the truth about thechildren's and women's huMrs. Ebadi,

be deceived by you or youtives of women, young girls man rights! You have made your choice!
god. The millions of parentsand children. No degree ofMrs. Ebadi, So have the millions of
who have, for more than twopolitical interest can justify The era of suppressing th@eople fighting for women's
decades, been forced tgour swing to the right! No people ended with the deand children's rights in Iran.
observe the veil on their in-degree of political interestmise of Doo Xordad (Is- The battle is ongoing. We,
nocent children, those chil-can justify victimization of lamic opposition within the together with the people in
dren who have been segrewomen's, children's orgovernment  againstlran will use this opportunity
gated at schools, in theanybody's rights. hardliners), and the demiséo achieve human rights for
streets and at the playMrs. Ebadi, of the process of reformingchildren, to provide a plat-
grounds, will not be de-As mentioned above, yourthe Islamic regime. Yourform for advancement of
ceived by you or your god.selection to receive therole, after that of Abdullah women's movement, and a
All the mothers who haveNoble Peace prize can eiSorosh and Shalgooni, irstep towards the overthrow
been refused the custody ather be a step towards adelearing the name of Islamof the Islamic republic of
their children after divorce vancement of the women'saand the Islamic state, hasran.
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Two Press Conferences; Two Alternatives in Oslo
The Nobel Peace Prize willportray a mild and malleableregime. Come to our presfRepresentative of the
hold a press conference ipicture of political Islam and conference and hear thérganisation of Women's
Oslo on December 9,lslamingovernmentour truth from us! Liberation in Iran and mem-
2003. Simultaneously, out-conference we will show ber of the executive commit-
side the conference, we, théhe reactionary nature of thel'he speakers at our twotee of PEN in Denmark.
undersigned, will be holdinglslamic movement and po-day meeting and press conSarah Mohamed Repre-
an alternative press conferhtical Islam and documentference are as follows: sentative of the Organisation
ence - Two press conferthe 25 years of untoldAzar Majedi, the director of Women's Liberation in
ences with two different ob-crimes carried out in Iranof the Organisation of Iraq and the founding mem-
jectives! and the world. Women's Liberation in Iran ber of the 'Never Forget
At their conference, the Attheir conference they and the Editor of Medusa. Pela and Fadima'
Nobel Peace Prize Comwill talk about appeasingMina Ahadi, co-ordinator Organisation.Darioush
mittee will feign that the and collaborating and theof the International Cam- Niknam, secretary of the
award of the Nobel Peacepossibility of reforming the paign against Stoning and thé®slo organisation of the
Prize to Shirin Ebadi is alslamic regime of IrarAt representative of theWPI.Halale Taheri, Head
mark of their respect forour conference we will Organisation of Women'sof the Centre in Defence of
human and women's rightsshow the hostility of Islamic Liberation in Iran. Women's Rightin Kurdistan
Atour conference we will  rule to any kind of humanMehrnoosh Mosavie the Mersedeh Ghaedj Rep-
show the destructive effectsights and the necessity oEditor of Azadi ZanAli resentative of the
of labelling the people of overthrowing the Islamic re-Javadi, member of the Organisation of Women's
Iran and the region as 'Mosgime. Worker-communist Party of Liberation in Iran and a
lem'..At their conference, Their message i$o work Iran's Political Bureau, di- former political prisoner.
they will talk about the com- with the Islamic regime of rector of A Better World TV Maleka Ezati, Oslo Rep-
patibility of Islam and human Iran. Ours is that of an anti-Station and Editor of resentative of the Interna-
rights.At our conference religion, secular movementPorsesh JournaParvin tional Campaign in Defence
we will show the open en-in Iran and the regio®@ur  Kaboli, co-ordinator of the of Women's Rights in Iran.
mity of Islam with human andmessage ighat of the pro- International Campaign inBahram Soroush, Refu-
women's rightsAt their testing workers, women,Defence of Women's Rightsgee and women rights activ-
conferencethey willtry to and youth againstthe Islami¢n Iran. Nahid Riyazie, ist.

How Much More... contradiction with basic to endure to convince thd- o)
Republic, the maintenance ofights and freedoms. Thegy and the west that Islarn WPI Briefing is

diplomatic relationships with history of the Islamic regimejs unreformable and thatthd PURlished every

the Islamic criminals who of ran and the political Is- only solution is to support a Monday.

rule inlran ?ﬁdt(t:r? hstant ré4amic movement internation-civilised, secular alternative

?r]SeS:Jsrgrr]r?ii c?verr?r{]zrj][t)mg”y are testimony to this er'm_Ira}n and the Mldd_le Eastq |¢ you would like to
9 tal fact. How many more js-3-vis this reaction, the ) )

ternationally has pitched thanassacres on the streets gforker-communist Party of receiveWPI Brief-

EU governments against thene cities of Iran, how many|ran is leading the civilised| N9 0N regular basi

wishes of the people of Iranmore car bombs blowing Upand humane alterative. Of please write to the

Awarding the Noble Peaceinnocent people, how manyg and 10 December, thid editor:

Prize to celebrate the marmore stonings of women,party will once again raisd  Fariborz Pooya

riage of Islam and humanortures and executions anghe banner agai
. ) . gainst Islam| ¢, .
rights is the biggest decepthe murder of the opponentsolitical Islam, and in de- farioorz@ukonine.co.uk

tion ever. Islam is in total of |slam does the world haverence of humanity.
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