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May Day, International Workers' Day
International Workers’ Day 
approaches while the world 
is dominated by the monster 
of Capital and its crisis. We 
are told to consume less, to 
tighten our belts, not to 
make too much ado, and to 
give them an opportunity to 
reenergise the economy. 
They forget to mention that 
crisis, poverty, austerity, 
unemployment, and rights 
deprivation are part and 
parcel of the bourgeoisie 
and their states. They 
promise us new regulations 
in the market and stock 
market and ask us, in 
return, to pay for the 
massive losses so the 
interest rate can go up and (Continued on page 2)

shamelessly tell us that we 
cannot manage without 
exploiters and their 
institutions and states, 
without their thefts and 
luxury spending and 
without their wars and 
conflicts! If we resist, they 
have their stockpiles of tear 
gas, taser guns, police, jails, 
courts, mosques, churches, 
parliaments, politicians, and 
professional liars to unleash 
upon us. This stockpile has 
been built upon our 
shoulders and its expenses 
alone are more than enough 
to uproot hunger, infectious 
diseases, illiteracy, drug 
addiction, prostitution, and 
the destruction of the 

environment worldwide.  
     Whilst political power is 
in their hands and they 
make the decisions for the 
world the situation won’t 
change. If they burn the 
entire world in their wars 
and competitions, in the 
best scenario, they will get 
through this crisis by 
inflicting unprecedented 
poverty and austerity on us. 
They might cave in to some 
reforms out of fear of our 
protests, but the hell of 
wage slavery and the rule of 
capital, profit, market, crisis 
upon crisis will continue.  
     May Day is the day to 
 confront this fundamental

 G20 Summit: People's Rage 
and the Socialist Perspective

Governments and the 
world’s people each 
welcomed the G20 Summit 
in their own way. 
Thousands of people, in 
London, Frankfurt and Paris 
did so by protesting and 
demonstrating against the 
capitalist system; and 
governments did it via 
behind-the-scenes wheeling 
and dealings to save the 
system by imposing further 
poverty and unemployment 
on workers and people (Continued on page 5)

     People are rightly enraged 
saying “We won’t allow you 
to solve your crisis by 
ruining our lives”. They 
hoisted the picture of Marx 
and declared: “The World 
still needs Marx to Change”. 
Governments continue to 
discuss how to counter the 
threat of the “hunger 
rebellions”.  
     Capitalism has reached a 
dead-end all over the world; 
it is economically, politically 
and ideologically bankrupt. 

states and economic experts 
to professors, the media and 
intellectuals who used to be 
hard-core advocates of 
capitalism are confessing 
that there is no way out. 
Billions in bailouts of near-
bankrupt banks and 
institutions have not helped 
and no one has an answer. 
Economists question the 
workability of capitalism 
and demand fundamental 
changes, but nobody

By Hamid Taqvaee · Translated by Babak Kasrayi



dilemma with our international ranks; this 
confrontation has to be first and foremost 
political. We have to come to the fore and take 
hold of our own destiny. All the traditional 
May Day demands, ranging from reduction in 
work hours to unemployment insurance, 
provision of healthcare, a living wage, freedom 
of organisation and strike, and political 
freedoms are all crucial. However, May Day 
2009 has to be about more fundamental issues. 
It has to be against capitalist rule, wage slavery 
and its states. Capitalism has to go. Socialism 
is the only real response to the world’s 
problems. This is being reiterated by many. 
But the first step towards socialism is a 
conquest of political power, and giving the 
control of society to workers and people who 
have no interest in wage slavery or 
exploitation. That’s why the fundamental issue 
of this International Workers’ Day is preparing 
all workers and underprivileged people to 
determine the political fate of society.  
     In Iran, the Islamic regime of capital is 
undergoing an all-out, intensive economic, 
political and social crisis. Any serious and 
permanent improvement in the interests of 
people has an objective pre-condition: bringing 
down the ruling bourgeoisie and establishing a 
socialist republic. May Day is an opportunity 
for workers and all people who are fed up with 
the Islamic Republic to declare their hatred for 
the regime of billionaire mullahs and display 
their resoluteness and will for overthrowing the 
Islamic government.
     Leading the working class and freedom-
loving people, the Worker-communist Party of 
Iran will attempt to turn the International 
Workers’ Day, in Iran and abroad, into a day 
for advancing the camp of freedom and 
equality (the camp of welfare, happiness and 
socialism) and exposing and isolating the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and preparing the 
conditions for its overthrow by the 
revolutionary force of workers and people. 

Long Live May Day, International Workers' Day
Long Live Solidarity of Workers of the World
Down with Capitalism, 
Down with the Islamic Republic of Iran
Long Live Freedom, Equality, Workers' Rule

Worker-communist Party of Iran · April 2, 2009

(May Day, from page 1)
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  Workers Movement in 
Iran During the Past Year

By Shahla Daneshfar · Translated by Babak Kasrayi

Last year was a high point in the 
workers’ movement in Iran.  

SHALA DANESHFAR: Yes, it 
was. If I want to stress the most 
important apects, I would have to 
say it was a year of unity, a year of 
organising and a year of huge 
protests. We saw some events last 
year that proved the workers’ 
movement has made some 
advances. Last year, the Union for 
Sugar Cane Workers of Haft Tapeh 
was formed. A nation-wide “Free 
Union of Iranian Workers” was 
formed. We witnessed the 
formation of a General Assembly 
shared by five factories in Sanandaj 
city. We saw workers forming their 
own General Assembly in Kian 
Tire factory. They chose their 
representatives and fought the 
Islamic Council to vacate their 
offices to make way for the elected 
representatives of workers. This 
also took place in Metal Industry 
No.2 Factory. Another example 
were the workers of “Chini Kord”. 
In this factory, workers, on the first 
day after New Year holidays, 
gathered at the Kermanshah Labour 
Department and demonstrated 
against lay offs. They were told to 
wait for 10 days and then workers 
gave an ultimatum, decided to 
gather, form a General Assembly 
and chose their own elected 
representatives to pursue their 
demands.  
     When we gather and chose our 
own represent, make decisions 
amongst ourselves and form 
General Assemblies as sources of 
our own will, this means that we 
are close to forming workers’ 
councils. That’s why we have seen 
huge progress in the labour 
movement. Workers have declared 
that labour

organising is to be done by workers 
themselves. They don’t need 
permission. We heard this from the 
Sugar Cane Haft Tapeh workers. 
We also heard it from other 
workers and we have seen how 
they are forming their own 
organisations and how they used it 
as a model for forming workers; 
organisations.  
     Last year was also the year of 
New Channel TV. It attracted huge 
audiences and everybody was 
talking about it. A major segment 
of this came from progressive, 
radical and leftist workers who 
joined our Party and I think this has 
effected the workers’ movement. I 
think these are important turning 
points.  
     The other thing is workers’ 
demands. Last year a protest 
campaign began against low 
wages. They declared that a 
humane life is our definite right. 
We will not accept a wage under 
the poverty line. We will not cave 
in. More than fifteen thousand have 
signed this petition. The Union of 
Sugar Cane workers of Haft Tapeh 
and Free Union of Iranian Workers 
were behind this and numerous 
workers in other factories 
mobilised around it. This was, in 
itself, another important turning 
point in the labour movement. This 
led to a movement for pay rises.  
     In short, last year was a year of 
huge protests of Kian Tire workers, 
Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane workers, 
Metal Industries No.2, Long-
distance Communications and 
Petrochemicals. It was a year of 
protests in different factories in 
Qazvin, Sanandaj, Asaloyeh, etc. 
Eighteen thousand workers in Zob 
Ahan, Esfahan declared their 
protests. These protests and this

(Continued on next page)
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climate of protest continue.  
     When we look at all these events, we 
have to remember they are taking place 
in a political context. The whole society 
is in turbulence - from universities to 
streets and everywhere else. The Islamic 
regime of Iran itself is forced to talk 
about a social crisis. The coming year 
will be a year of nation-wide labour 
strikes. I am very optimistic and I believe 
this year we will witness even more 
important events.  

What will help these protests advance? 

SHALA DANESHFAR: My first appeal 
to workers is to join New Channel TV 
and the Worker-communist Party of Iran 
en masse. NCTV, as the voice of our 
party and a tool for the party’s access to 
society, is an opportunity to be used by 
everybody. Workers can use this channel 
to broadcast their news and issues. They 
can use this tool for reaching across the 
country, and for organisation, for unity. 
Those who are yet to join the party 
should contact us and join. I think this is 
an important political factor. We also 
have to have NCTV-watching groups and 
party branches in all factories and 
everywhere else.  
     My second point is about the unity of 
the movement. Workers are forming their 
own General Assemblies. They are 
choosing their own representatives. This 
has to become nationwide. This 
achievement is to be used everywhere. 
Workers should start forming their own 
General Assemblies. They should chose 
their own representatives and stand 
organised and united against the regime’s 
aggressions. Look at the situation. The 
Islamic Republic, under the pretext of a 
crisis and bad economic situation, has 
shamelessly reduced minimum wage. All 
I am saying is that Islamic Republic is 
preparing for an aggression next year and 
we have to counter it with our united 
ranks. Right now unemployment is a 
threat for workers in many factories 
including in Haft Tape Sugar Cane, 
Ahvaz Pipes and etc. we have to counter

this aggression all over Iran.  
     The third point is about many 
factories that haven’t paid workers. 
Protest movements have started in many 
of them, and many are waiting for the 
holidays to finish so as to protest. I think 
workers should gather in all these 
factories and go on strikes with 
ultimatums and this way, with a nation-
wide protest, they can pursue their 
struggles more strongly. They also have 
to join in large numbers the campaign 
that has started over the issue of pay 
raise. I am talking about the campaign 
that has demanded a monthly wage of 
1000 dollars in the first instance. 
Workers have to sign this petition and 
make it something more than a petition. 
They have to organise protest meetings 
around it. I think this way we can 
prepare ourselves to welcome May Day, 
International Workers’ Day. We can turn 
this day into a vast social day for all 
society. And this is how we can show 
our unity and solidarity as a huge and 
glorious show of power in May Day. I 
believe these are the main areas of our 
work. Leftist and radical labour activists 
have to start thinking along these lines, 
plan what they want to do and welcome 
the May Day. I call once more on 
workers to gather around NCTV and 
around the Party so we can unite around 
a platform and a strategy and go 
forward. The situation is critical. But it is 
also a very fertile situation for us.  

Briefly, what do you want to say to 
Worker’s activist and leaders?  

SHALA DANESHFAR: My message is 
first and foremost for the labour 
movement’s leftist and radical leaders 
and activists. This is what they have to 
do. My brief appeal to them is: “Let’s 
join hands and march forward with this 
movement”. I think this is possible and 
practical. The regime has shown how 
much it fears us. Let’s turn next year into 
a year of nation-wide worker’s protests 
and overthrowing the Islamic Republic.  

(Workers Movement, from last page)

  After the Local 
  Elections: the 
    State of the 
Islamists in Turkey
By Metin Sarp

The recent local elections in Turkey 
on March 29 had a historical 
significance in the determination of 
the course of the Islamization of the 
state and society in Turkey. The 
Islamist government of the Justice 
and Development Party (AKP) 
aimed at getting a higher 
percentage of votes than it had in 
2007 elections in which it received 
47% of votes. In this way, the AKP 
planned to claim legitimacy to 
accelerate its Islamization policies 
coupled with aggressive neo-liberal 
economic policies. However, while 
still retaining the majority votes, 
the AKP has received ten points 
below its previous 47% votes share. 
Leaving aside strong evidence of 
electoral fraud in favour of the 
AKP, this is a very significant 
decrease given the conditions the 
elections were carried out in and an 
important result pointing towards 
the shattering of illusions about the 
Islamist AKP and the 
disempowerment of the AKP by 
depriving it of one of the most 
important weapons for a “peaceful” 
imposition of the Islamist state in 
Turkey by claiming “democratic 
legitimacy”. In this context, the 
secular bourgeois opposition hopes 
that in the coming general elections 
in 2011, the AKP will lose the 
government. However, the AKP 
rule is diminishing almost all the 
minimum conditions for free 
elections in a “parliamentary 
democracy” by way of which one 
bourgeois party replaces another for 
the management of the common 
affairs of the bourgeoisie. The 
socio-political situation in Turkey 
is very severe given the substantial

(Continued on page 6)
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Snapshot of the WPI Activities in March/April 2009
By Siyaves Azeri

On March 6, 2009 members and 
activists of the Worker-communist Party 
of Iran’s Canada West Organisation 
organised a protest with other freedom 
loving people against the presence of the 
representative of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in Vancouver, British Colombia. 
The Islamic regime had kept 
Ahmadinejad’s deputy Esfandiar Rahim 
Mashai’s visit secret but WPI activists 
received the information about the place 
and time of the gathering a few hours 
before the meeting took place. Despite 
this, many WPI members and others 
joined the protest. At the end of the 
protest, representatives from the Worker-
communist Party of Iran, and others 
conveyed their criticisms to the hotel 
management for providing the Islamic 
regime the place and the opportunity to 
hold this meeting. 
     On March 8, 2009 the Islamic regime 
organised a gathering in Toronto under 
the pretext of celebrating the Iranian 
New Year. WPI’s Canada East 
organisation organised a protest against 
the gathering. Tens of WPI members 
and others joined the protest. Protesters 
chanted slogans against the Islamic 
regime and held banners condemning 
the Islamic Republic and its policies 
against women, workers and people in 
Iran. A number of WPI members 
entered the gathering and protested as 
the ambassador of the Islamic regime 
entered the hall. 
     On March 17, 2009 the WPI’s 
Sweden Organisation along with other 
opposition organisations organised a 
protest against the presence of 
representatives of the Islamic regime in 
Malmo, Sweden. Protesters chanted anti-
regime slogans such as “Down with the 
Islamic Republic!” Police forces 
surrounded the place of the gathering in 
order to prevent people from 
terminating the gathering of the Islamic 
regime. The protest continued the whole 
day. At the end of the protests the 

participants published a declaration that 
was read from the tribune. They 
declared that they would continue their 
struggles and actively support the fight 
of the people in Iran against the Islamic 
Republic. 
     On April 4, 2009, the WPI issued a 
press release against the bill passed in 
Afghanistan for Shi’a women, which 
legalised marital rape. According to the 
WPI press release, ‘The existing Afghan 
government is nothing but “moderate 
Taliban;” in other words, it is nothing 
other than the benign, pro-Western 
political Islam. This recent law, after all, 
is the product of the conditions, which 
were formed by these forces. This is just 
a glimpse of the horrendous nightmare 
that has been going on in Afghanistan, 
especially against women. The Worker-
communist Party of Iran expresses its 
deep detestation against this bill and 
strongly condemns the Islamic 
government of Afghanistan and its 
supporters. This law must be 
immediately abolished. WPI supports 
the struggles of women and all 
progressive organisations in 
Afghanistan and the efforts of all who 
fight to end this disgraceful slavery of 
women and who struggle to establish 
freedom and equality in this country.’
     In early April, the WPI highlighted 
the cases of Delara Darabi and Shahla 
Jahed on death row in Iran via several 
live programmes on New Channel TV. 
The TV programmes have had 
widespread and strong support in Iran 
and abroad. Hundreds of people 
contacted the TV from Iran during these 
live programmes and expressed their 
support for the campaign to save the 
lives of Delara and Shahla. The 
campaign has been influential to the 
extent that the authorities of the Islamic 
regime have suspended the executions 
once more. WPI has called on all human 
rights organisations and activists 
worldwide to step up their campaign in

defence of the lives of Delara and 
Shahla and to advance the international 
struggle to abolish the death penalty.
     On April 20, 2009, members and 
activists of WPI and others organised a 
rally against the presence of 
Ahmadinejad in the Durban II 
Conference. The WPI stated that 
Ahmadinejad is the president of a 
fascist, sexist, and racist state that is 
responsible for the systematic 
discrimination against women, sexual 
apartheid, discrimination against Afghan 
refugees and deprivation of their rights, 
and political genocide through executing 
more than one hundred thousand people. 
Therefore, he should not be provided 
with a platform in a conference that 
claims to fight racism. On April 20, 
when Ahmadinejad entered the 
conference room hundreds of people 
outside the conference hall were 
chanting slogans against the Islamic 
regime and its president. Protesters 
chanted, “Ahmadinejd is Racist,” 
“Islamic Regime is a Regime of 
Criminals,” “Ahmadinejad should be 
Arrested and be Put on Trial.” At 1.30 
pm protesters started a rally. After they 
returned to the place of the conference 
Mina Ahadi form the political bureau of 
WPI and others delivered speeches. In 
her speech, Ahadi said, “we have 
gathered here to have our protests heard 
by the UN and Western governments. 
One of the aims of the UN in this 
conference is to ban criticising religions, 
especially Islam and the political 
Islamic movement. Any libertarian 
person condemns such an attempt. 
Ahmadinejad’s presence in this 
conference is a fiasco for the 
conference. Ahmadinejad is the 
president of a misogynist, fascist state 
that has been discriminating against 
women, atheists, and all the people in 
Iran. He is the president of a 
government of sexual apartheid. The

(Continued on Page 6)
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knows the content and aim of these 
changes. Wall Street, the International 
Monetary Fund, and the World Bank are 
called dinosaurs whose time has passed 
but nobody knows what age it is now. 
The media talks about people’s anger 
and officials, aiming to keep their seats, 
sympathise with enraged people and 
compete with one another in accusing 
Wall Street and the greedy managers of 
companies. No government or politician 
confesses to being the cause or target of 
people’s rage. Nobody talks about 
changing these dinosaur states, ending 
the age of parliamentary democracy and 
the political-social bankruptcy of 
capitalism. More realistic thinkers of 
capitalism confess that Marx may have 
been right about the crises of capitalism. 
Marx, the economist has perhaps been 
right but nobody will talk about Marx 
the political being. They have caved into 
Marx the economist but Marx the 
revolutionary is still taboo.  
     This is of course natural and as 
expected. You cannot expect from any 
state, official, intellectual or expert in 
the camp of capital, no matter how 
confused and clueless, a political 
criticism of the capitalist order and state, 
not even in its mildest form. For enraged 
people, however, the solution remains in 
politics. People’s legitimate and radical 
protest will go nowhere if it doesn’t 
proceed to a political critique of the 
capitalist system and state. The 
capitalists’ response – shared by all 
from Bush, Obama, Sarkozy and 
Gordon Brown to the Economist, CNN, 
Newsweek and BBC – is that if people’s 
problems are to be solved, capitalist 
production has to be resumed, thereby 
implying that helpful capitalists are 
helping people! That is their logic when 
they justify hundreds of billions that 
goes to banks, companies, insurance 
firms, etc. It is also the logic for freezing 
wages and cutting benefits and rights. 
They have always said “if you demand a 
raise, the factory will be closed down” 
in order to silence workers. Capital’s 
slump time is a boom for these kinds of
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justifications. Trade unions and all those 
who don’t want to enter politics have no 
way but to submit to this logic. If you 
accept the fact of the existence of the 
capitalist system and state, “realism” 
forces you to share the government’s 
attempt to resume capitalist production 
and this kind of realism is a long-lasting 
policy of trade unions in western 
countries, especially in times of crisis.  
     For workers and masses of angry 
people, however, the solution is 
political. Restricting things to the 
economic sphere and putting forward 
economic slogans of protests and 
demands can only lead to a voluntary 
sacrifice by workers, and by working 
and waged people. Today, the American 
people are enraged at the massive 
amounts of money that went to AIG 
bosses but if this anger does not turn 
into political protests, it will be 
suppressed with a slogan like “AIG 
Bankruptcy means more unemployment 
and poverty”. This is what the Obama 
government is skilfully doing right now. 
One could only refuse to accept this 
logic by saying “a system that needs to 
pay capitalist billionaires from workers’ 
pockets for the supply of jobs has no 
legitimacy and has to be reversed”. You 
need somebody who will criticize 
capitalism not only in its crises but 
during its booms. Somebody who will 
declare “an economics whose perquisite 
for boom is more misery for people is an 
inhumane system”. Somebody who will 
tell G20 governments “the only humane 
solution to the crisis is for you to resign 
and give power to people!”  
     Society, public opinion, intellectuals 
and masses of people have all declared 
the condemnation of the capitalist 
economy. Crisis and capital’s 
bankruptcy are so evident and 
undeniable that they all talk about 
fundamental changes, Marx, socialist or 
quasi-socialist alternatives. The 
protesting population should be present 
in politics and in the struggle over 
political power. It has to have its own 
party and alternative against the 

capitalist governments. Movements like 
Anti-Globalization and the Green 
movement, or Anti-Americanism of 
those like Hugo Chavez, the Venezuelan 
president, and Lola da Silva, Brazilian 
president, (who declared recently while 
meeting Gordon Brown, that the blonde 
and blue-eyed are responsible for the 
world crisis!) or the anti-imperialist 
traditional left that has taken refuge in 
the arms of Political Islam in its struggle 
against the United States, have nothing 
to do with people’s rage and do not 
represent it. They have nothing to do 
with slogans like “Don’t Bail them, Jail 
them!” that was demanded by American 
workers in protesting government plans 
to aid banks or “No solving of crisis 
with workers’ pockets” that was the 
banner of European demonstrators 
against the G20 summit. the 
continuation and result of these slogans 
in the realm of politics would be a 
socialist critique of the state. The 
solution is a political critique and 
challenge against the whole capitalist 
system.  
     Important and unprecedented 
political events are taking place. We 
have to challenge the formation and 
political order of the capitalist world and 
this needs a political party. This needs 
one to go beyond economics and enter 
the realm of political criticism. Only a 
humane communism, a post-Berlin Wall 
communism, a communism critical of 
the state capitalisms of China and the 
Soviet Union and free market capitalism 
in their boom times, a communism of 
the civilised world against both Islamic 
Terrorism and US-led militarism, a 
worker-communism, can be a solution 
to this situation. This communism will 
fiercely criticise not only the economics 
of capitalism but its religion, 
nationalism, politics and state. Mansoor 
Hekmat declared, years ago, “What a 
swamp the world could become without 
the herald of socialism, the hope of 
socialism and the 'threat' of socialism.” 
Today this swamp have taken hold of

(Continued on next page)
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the world but “the herald of 
socialism” in the heart of Europe, 
US and the industrial world still 
needs its party.  
     This party exists in another 
part of the world; in Iran. And 
“the hope of socialism” starts 
there. In Iran, the Worker-
communist Party is a strong and 
effective actor in the political 
conditions and people’s struggles 
and protest movements. A party 
that counters the Islamic 
Republic of Iran (this most 
brutal, and at the same time 
weakest chain, of global 
capitalism) representing freedom-
loving people. This party has 
hoisted the banner of “the herald 
of socialism” in a turbulent 
society that is ready for a 
revolution. This herald, in the 
context of an all-out crisis of 
global capitalism, can be and 
should be global. The victory of 
worker-communism in Iran will 
show the way to emancipation to 
the entire world but our struggle 
is already global. It is our duty to 
introduce worker-communism 
and its humane socialism to the 
enraged people of the world in 
the context of the world crisis. It 
is our duty to use all our 
capacities, as much as we can, to 
present a perspective of 
socialism to the world. Our party 
has been hitherto active in the 

(G20, from last page)

struggle against political Islam, 
religion, women's lack of rights, 
children’s rights, and a critique 
of cultural relativism and defence 
of secularism in Europe, 
Northern America and in 
Australia, Japan and Turkey. In 
all this countries and spheres of 
international activities, we have 
pursued a strategy for 
overthrowing the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and for a victory 
of socialism in Iran. Today we 
have to give preference to a 
socialist critique of capitalism in 
our international activities. The 
political and economic 
expropriation of the capitalist 
class in every country has to be 
carried out by the workers and 
people of that country itself. As 
long as the bourgeoisie is 
organised along the lines of 
nation states, the headquarters 
for worker’s struggle has to be as 
such, too. But in the global left, 
especially in advanced industrial 
countries, there is a hole that can 
be filled faster with thirty years 
of our experience, struggle and 
achievements. The objective 
grounds for the growth of worker-
communism in the world have 
never been this fertile. Let’s roll 
up our sleeves and welcome a 
world that is demanding the 
radical and humane critique that 
worker-communism has to offer.  

(Continued from page 3)
achievements of the Islamists in the Islamization of 
both the state and the civil society. They are doing 
and will do whatever they can for the total seizure of 
power, and they will not leave their power so easily 
without a serious confrontation. Given the non-
existence of a credible secular political alternative for 
the masses, bourgeois or socialist, the economic, 
societal, and political conditions that led to the 
erosion of the voting constituency of the Islamist 
AKP are at the same the favourable conditions for the 
establishment of the Islamo-fascist state in Turkey. 
Even a bloody civil war and Iraqization of Turkey is 
a possibility. A snapshot of six and a half years of the 
Islamist AKP rule and the socio-political and 
economic context will reveal the severity of the 
political situation in Turkey. 
     The Islamist AKP rule follows a very aggressive 
policy of partisanship. Especially after the Islamist 
Abdullah Gül took over the presidency, the Islamists 
have swiftly dominated every state institution. And 
securing a position as state employee is increasingly 
becoming dependent on following Islamic rules. The 
educational system is a special target for the AKP, as 
it is one of the pillars of secularism in Turkey. 
Advances in the Islamization of the educational 
curriculum and in the Islamization of administrations 
of schools and universities are noteworthy. Recent 
events of censorship, which stirred up worldwide 
protest of science organisations, of publishing a 
special “Darwin” issue of the Bilim ve Teknik journal 
(Science and Techniques) which is so far responsible 
for the popularization of free scientific thinking 
shows the extent of the Islamists’ reach. Conquering 
the judiciary, especially the high courts, is one of the 
most crucial targets of the Islamists. AKP’s attempt 
to abolish the Islamic veiling ban in the universities 
was prevented by the Constitutional Court. Moreover, 
after hearing the closure case of the AKP in the July 
2007, the Constitutional Court ruled that the AKP is 
the focus of the anti-secular, Sharia activities but due 
to an immense international and national political 
pressure of bourgeoisie, it did not dissolve the AKP. 
 In the face of these judicial decisions, the AKP 
leaders said that they did not accept the legitimacy of 
court decisions. Prime Minister Erdogan went so far 
as to say that they would shut down the 
Constitutional Court. A judicial reform that will 
completely subjugate the judiciary including the high 
courts to the AKP is one of the immediate goals of 
the AKP rule in order to remove obstacles in the

(WPI Activities, from page 4)

Islamic Republic is a fascist 
regime that should be isolated 
and expelled from all 
international councils. He and his 
regime are not the 
representatives of the people in 
Iran. They are criminals that 
should be arrested and be put on 
trial of crimes against humanity.”
     The protest in Geneva 

represented the struggle of the 
 people in Iran against the 
barbaric Islamic regime. It 
marked another great victory of 
WPI, which stands against the 
Islamic Republic regime in every 
front and strongly represents the 
people in Iran who started the 
countdown to topple the Islamic 
regime. (Continued on next page)
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course of Islamization.  
     However, with the help of AKP 
dominated state offices, conquering 
institutions of civil society and the Islamic 
domination of civil society through Islamic 
religious communities, Islamists become 
more effective and pervasive in 
Islamization. Especially the Fethullah 
Gülen community, as the dominant 
economic and political Islamic 
community, which is also a global Islamic 
force operating as a close ally of the US, is 
decisive in this realm. Their main method 
of domination is intimidation. Especially 
in the central and eastern Anatolian cities 
of Turkey, this community has dominated 
business life. Business people are enforced 
to obey Islamic rules; otherwise, they are 
excluded from the business life. People are 
forced to vote for the Islamist AKP. Their 
domination goes to the extent that Islamic 
veiling is imposed on women.  Conquering 
the governing bodies of trade unions, bar 
associations, business organizations, 
medical associations, etc. is their 
immediate aims and to some extent they 
have become successful. 
     Islamists also follow, not surprisingly, a 
policy of suppressing any opposition to 
their rule. They use Cold War rhetoric and 
methods. Any defence of principles of 
secularism and human rights is deemed as 
being fascist. Political intimidation has 
become the norm. Even the limited 
freedom of expression is de facto 
suspended. Illegal and legal phone tapping 
by police intelligence service that is 
dominated by the Islamists authorized to 
listen practically to the entire country has 
become a very serious tool of suppressing 
the political opposition. “Ergenekon terror 
organization investigation”, supposedly 
about the trial of an illegal network of 
militarist-fascist organisation, has turned 
to be about the suppression of secular, 
nationalist and progressive left opposition. 
“Ergenekonist” became a catchword of the 
Islamists and the pro-AKP so-called 
liberals for the suppression of any kind of 
mass organisation opposing the Islamists’ 
rule and defending their rights. A very 
recent example of this is the condemnation 
of the resistance of leather workers against 
the DESA leather manufacturing that laid-

off these workers because of their 
unionization attempts in the leather 
workers’ union Türkiye Deri-İş in the 
Islamist press. The Islamist press recently 
presented these workers’ struggles as a 
tactic of so-called “Ergenekon terror 
organization” in order to create chaos in 
Turkey. This anti-labour stance of 
Islamists is not a contingent factor of their 
policy and almost seven years of the AKP 
rule proved this. Actually this is what 
brought the AKP into the government, 
made their rule so lasting and tolerable for 
the bourgeoisie in Turkey.
     The AKP rule has aggressively pursued 
a policy of neo-liberalism that a 
polarisation between extreme poverty and 
extreme accumulation of wealth is the 
necessary result. Capitalist development 
within the context of the global economic 
crisis aggravated the plight of the working 
people in Turkey. The rate of 
unemployment in Turkey has reached the 
historical records. Wages are extremely 
low and millions of people are forced to 
work for less than half of the minimum 
wage. A very high percent of the economic 
sector is informal, that is, millions of 
labourers work uninsured and non-
unionised. Child and women labour are 
very pervasive in these informal highly 
labour-intensive sectors whose working 
conditions are extremely anti-human. 
Massive de-unionisation is continuing 
apace. Organised workers are special 
targets for lay-offs.  Any attempt to 
unionisation is met with lay-offs. And the 
Islamist AKP rule did nothing to better the 
conditions of working people. On the 
contrary, Islamists use the plight of 
working people as an opportunity to 
subjugate society to further Islamization. 
Given the aforementioned economic 
conditions, the state-backed Islamist 
charity organisations gained the upper 
hand. People have been made dependent 
on the Islamists for their minimum 
livelihoods. In this context, the Islamist 
rule has been supported by the bourgeoisie 
for silencing workers via religion in order 
to sustain their capital accumulation 
maintained by the extremely cheap labour-
power.
     However, the local election results 
indicate signs of the failure of the AKP’s 

mission. Despite all the threats of the AKP 
cadres and the Islamist communities, 
despite all the illegal use of state resources 
for getting support of the impoverished 
people, despite all the attempts to suppress 
the opposition and intimidate the people, 
the inability of coping with the economic 
crisis, extreme corruption, its terrorist 
response against any criticism and 
opposition, aggressive Islamist 
partisanship, its extreme anti-labour stance 
and anti-secularism is reflected in the 
electoral retreat of the AKP. Yet, the 
strong entrenchment of the Islamists in 
civil society and in the state means that the 
Islamization process cannot be undone so 
easily. And in the conditions of such a 
deep economic crisis of capital and 
extreme impoverishment, deprivation and 
desperation of the working people, even if 
the AKP will lose the government in the 
future, an Islamist takeover of the state and 
dictatorial imposition of Islam on the 
society is an actual possibility. Within the 
permissible framework provided by the 
Islamist AKP rule, Islamist political 
groupings from the terrorist Al-Qaeda to 
the Hezbollah have gained a remarkable 
presence in the society, which could start 
the unfolding of the “Dark Scenario” in 
Turkey. 
     All of these demand the urgent 
formation of the Worker-communist Party 
in Turkey. Only an uncompromising 
struggle for the equality and freedom can 
provide the unity of the whole working 
class and the majority of society against 
the Islamists (and other bourgeois parties) 
representing capitalist barbarism that is the 
fundamental reason of the inhuman 
conditions. Only a radical secularist and 
communist programme can be a real 
political alternative against anti-labour, 
anti-human Islamists and can throw them 
into the dustbin of the history by 
abolishing their conditions of existence, 
i.e. capitalism, and establishing a socialist 
republic through a communist revolution. 
Worker-communism has a great 
opportunity to answer the real demands 
and desires of working class, youth, 
women and human beings in general in 
Turkey. For a decent humane free life, the 
banner of “civilized humanity” must be 
raised in Turkey. 




